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Casino Public School – Djanenjam Preschool

Localised Procedure

Preschool physical distancing procedure
	Associated National Quality Standard
	Education and Care Services National Law or Regulation
	Associated department policy, procedure or guideline

	
	NSW Education and Care Services Regulations  
Regulation 85
Regulation 86
Regulation 87
Regulation 88

	The following department policies and relevant documents can be accessed from the Early Learning section of the department’s intranet.

· Covid smart measures for NSW public schools. 

· NSW Department of Education Learning from home
· Social distancing resource: https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/social-distancing-in-preschool.docx.docx
· 
Belonging, Being & Becoming: The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia    

	Pre-reading and reference documents

	Leading and operating department preschool guidelines (pp. 32-35)


	Staff roles and responsibilities

	School principal


	The principal as Nominated Supervisor, Educational Leader and Responsible Person holds primary responsibility for the preschool. 

The principal is responsible for ensuring:

· the preschool is compliant with legislative standards related to this procedure at all times

· all staff involved in the preschool are familiar with and implement this procedure

· all procedures are current and reviewed as part of a continuous cycle of self- assessment.



	Preschool supervisor


	The preschool supervisor supports the principal in their role and is responsible for leading the review of this procedure through a process of self-assessment and critical reflection. 

	Preschool educators


	The preschool educators are responsible for working with leadership to ensure:

· all staff in the preschool and daily practices comply with this procedure

· storing this procedure in the preschool, and making it accessible to all staff, families, visitors and volunteers

· being actively involved in the review of this procedure, as required, or at least annually

· ensuring the details of this procedure’s review are documented. 

	Procedure

	 At Casino Public School - Djanenjam Preschool, educators have sought advice and information from the Australian Department of Health website  and use updated information from the NSW Department of Education response to COVID-19, on the department department’s website to guide decision making. 

Preschool staff work with the school Principal (nominated supervisor/educational leader), to ensure social distancing procedures are in place and adhered to in the preschool and school setting for the safety of all children and staff. 

Children are regularly reminded to wash their hands, in particular before and after using the bathroom, and before and after eating.  Educators have taught children how to sneeze and cough into their elbow or into a tissue, this is then placed in the bin and hands are washed thoroughly. Educators have taught children how to wash their hands correctly and displayed visual prompts in the bathroom to remind children. The children sing ‘happy birthday’ twice while washing their hands to ensure they are washed for 20 seconds. 

Educators communicate with children, in a sensitive way, what is happening and why, using books or videos to explain coronavirus to children. The wiggles song, Social distancing is also used by educators to teach children about social distancing. Educators have explained to children what social distancing is and why we need to keep our distance from others. The video, ‘Time to come in Bear’, is a children’s story about social distancing has been shown to the children and discussed. Educators regularly discuss ‘social distancing’ with children and have created signs and markers on the ground to ensure children are keeping space between each other in the classroom and outside while playing. 
Markers have been placed on the ground as visuals on the carpet and in areas where children may come together to remind them to keep space between each other. Limit group time on the mat to a maximum of five children and place spots on the floor so children can sit on them while maintaining social distancing when gathering together. Chairs have been removed from the tables to ensure that numbers are socially distancing at the table activity. 

During transition times when moving from one area to another, children refrain from lining up. Educators ensure that they allow more time for children to transition and ensure all children are supervised during this time. Educators maintain continuous communication between each other and remind children to keep their space and ‘keep their hands to themselves’. 

Educators are regularly using the outdoors where children are less likely to be in close contact with each other. Educators have been reminding children that there are only 3 children allowed in the sandpit at one time to ensure distancing is maintained, a roster has been created to ensure all children have time in the sandpit. Table top activities have been moved outdoors and where possible, and chairs removed to limit children at the activity. 

Educators have introduced staggered meals times to limit the number of children eating at the same time. Educators regularly remind children of safe hygiene practices at mealtimes and talk to the children about why it is not healthy or safe to share food. 

Families have been asked to sign in and out at the preschool gate each day and to bring their own pen to do so. Families have been asked to only have one person walk their preschool child in to limit contact. 

Regular communication is shared about social distancing with families through, storypark and the preschool and school Facebook pages. All families are regularly informed of any changes to these arrangements. Signs have been displayed for families showing correct handwashing techniques. All families have access to these posters through social media. Educators ‘check in’ with families when they drop their child to preschool.   




	NSW Education and Care services regulation/s
	NSW Department of Education policy, procedure or guidelines
	Leading and operating department preschool guidelines 
	School policy or procedure, where applicable
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